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PRESIDENT OF THE · UNITED STATES, 
TRANSMITTING 
A communication from the Secretary of War, transmitUng plans and esti-
mates for the erection of a large military post at Fort Selden, New 
Mexico. 
MARCH 3, 1882.-Read and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs and ordered 
to be printed. 
To the Senate and House of Representat-ives: 
I transmit herewith for the consideration of CongreRs a communica-
tion from the Secretary of War, transmitting plans and estimates for 
the large military post proposed to be constructed at Fort Selden, New 
Mexico. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
March 3, 1882. 
To the PRESIDENT : 
C:EJ;ESTER A. ARTHUR. 
WAR DEPARTMENT, 
Washington City, March 2, 1882. 
I have the honor to transmit herewith plans and estimates in detail 
for the large military post proposed to be constructed at Fort Selden in 
Southern New Mexico. 
The post is intended to accommodate an entire regiment of twelve 
companies, and the estimated cost of the buildings is $251,451 1\ 90 • 
The accompanying correspondence explains the matter fully. The 
land belongs -to the United States, and the General of the A.rmy reports 
t]~at the for~, when built, :Vill im~ediately replace the ~ollowing posts, 
most of which were established prior to 1860: Fort Craig, New Mexico; 
Fort Cummings, New Mexico; Fort McRae, New Mexico; Fort Thorn, 
New Mexico; Fort Bowie, Arizona; and Fort Grant, Arizona. 
I beg to invite_ attention to the reports of the General of the Army, 
herewith transmitted, and respectfully recommend an appropriation of 
the amount estimated. 
I am, sir, very respectful1y, your obedient servant, 
ROBERT T. LINCOLN, 
Secreta,ry of War. 
MILITARY POST AT FORT SELDEN, NEW MEXICO. 
HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMEXT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Ji'ort Leavenworth, Kans., Dectnibet· 20, 1881. 
COLONEL: I desire to represeut, for the consideration of the division commander1 
that the completion of the railroad system in Southern New Mexico and through 
Arizona, and the rapid advance of this S5"stem of roads across the line into Mexico, have 
made it essential both to efficiency and economy of the military service in that region, 
and to meet the many causes of trouble aml controversy which are now arising and 
certain to increase both in extent and importance in the near future, that we should 
rearrange, in a large degree, our military dispositions along that frontier. 
Experience has made it manifest that the military interests will be best served by 
the establishment of one large post to replace the several small posts in tbat region of 
country. These small posts were necessary to protect localities before the facilities 
of throwing troops rapidly in every direction by rail were furnished by the present 
railroads. They have always been expensive, and only in part effective, and should 
now be di pen eel with as far as pbssible, the more especially as they were built with 
generally very perishable material and are very old and well-nigh uninhabitable. 
I therefore have the honor to recommend that a large post and depot, capable of 
sheltering at least 12 companies of troops, be built at some suitable point in the vicinity 
of the junction of the two great railroads in Southern New Mexico, in lieu of the small 
posts established years ago in that region, and that an appropriation of $200,000 be 
asked for that purpose. As this post will undoubtedly be one of the large permanent 
posts, at which in due time all of the small posts of the past will be concentrated, 
and is likely to be kept up for many years to come, it should be thoroughly and 
substantially built and supplied with everything necessary to make it complete. 
It will be situated so as to commaind all that section of country in which raids of 
Indians from the east and west sides of tbe:Rio Grande and from Mexieo have occurred 
and are likely to occur again, and will of itself hold all the troops necessary for com-
plete security. Every intere t of economy, security, and efficiency will be promoted 
by the stablishment of this post, and I tmst that the money for building it may be 
appropriated and made available at the earliest practicable moment. 
Plans of the necessary buildings will be furnished and submitted at the earliest 
moment, nnd, of course, before beginning the work, but the authority and the neces-
sary appropriation for beginning the work are respectfully asked now, so that there 
may be as littl delay as possible. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Col. R. W1LLIA:\1 , 




Brei•et Major-General, Comrnanding. 
2. 
P. II. ,' IlERIDA~, 
Lh, enan'-General 'omma1 dinJ. 
MILITARY POST AT FORT SELDEN, NEW MEXICO. 3 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, January 7, 1882. 
Respectfully submitted to the honorable Secretary of War, approved and earnestly 
-:recommended. Such a post as is herein. commended will be most important and most 
~c<::>nomical. It would immediately replace the following posts, most of which were 
..established prior to 1860: 
Fort Craig, New Mexico. 
:::I:•"ort Cummings, New Mexico. 
Fort McRae, New Mexico. 
Fort Thom, New Mexico. 
Fort Bowie, Arizona. 
Fort Grant, Arizona. 
~he proposed post is on laud already the p1;operty of the United States, is near the 
_j Ll-r:t ct.ion of three import,ant railroads already completed, viz, Texas Pacific, Califor-
:ri:ia. Sou them, and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe; is designed to accommodate 
~ -vv-hole regiment, so as to send off detachments if called for North, East, South; and 
~ est. El Paso, on the Mexican l>order, would be the true strategic point, but the 
1<:>cality is, for geographical reasons,. unsuited. This of Fort Selden is next best, and 
-:t:::La,s been chosen by General Sheridan after a personal examination of the ground. 
I therefore recommend that the honorable Secretary of War will submit this paper 
-t<> the Military Committee of the House, asking its favorable consideration. 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
General. 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, January 18, 1882. 
COLONEL: I have the honor to transmit inclosed plans and estimates for buildings 
req_ "L~ired for the large post to be constructed near Fort Selden, in Southern New Mex-
:ic<> _ 'fl10 estimat,es are made in detail for each building, and the gross sum is the 
~ .J::i_ ole amount needed to build a complete post for 12 companies. Of course these esti-
m_g, tes are merely as close an approximation as can be made so long in advance. A 
.cr:c-o und plan of the post itself c1:1.nnot be now furnished, as the exact site is not yet 
a.~termined, and the general plan of the post must of necessity be made to conform to 
tl:::Le irregularities of the gronnd. I inclose a paper giving in detail and in gross the 
a,_x:x::ie>unt required by the estimates. 
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Col. R. WILLIAMS, 
JOHN POPE, 
Brevet Major-General, U.S. A., Commanding. 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Chicago, Ill. 
ESTIMATES Olf NEW POST AT l<ORT SELDEN. 
j>:J_9Jr1 o. 7. Quarters for 2 field officers. ____ .... ____________ ·----· ..... . 
tj. 1'welve double quarter.s for company officers._ .... _____ ._._. 
9. Six company barracks, 2 companies to each ... _ ..... _ . _ ... . 
10. Hospital __ .. _. _ .. ___ ... _ .. _. ____ . ___ ____ ... . ...... __ . _ ... . 
11. Quartermasters' storehouse, 2 stories, 150 by 30 _ ... _ ....... . 
12. Sul>sistence storehouse, with l>asement, 100 l>y ~2 _ ......... . 
13. Six cavalry stables (1 company, 72 animals) .... ···-····---· 
14. Grauary .. _. __ .. _ ......... _. _ ...... _ ... __ ............. _ ... . 
15. Bake-house . . ·-·· ..... ___ . ___ ............... --· ...... _ ·-·· 
16. Magazine . _ .... _. _. _ ..... _ ...... _ ........ _ ............... . 
17. Guard-house .................... ····-· ...... ·-·--· ....... . 
1 . Office building ..... _. _ . _____ . ____ .... __ .. ___ .. __ .. _ .. _ ... . 
19. Commanding officers quarter:H .... _ .. _ ..... _ •.. _ .. _. ___ . _ .. . 
ll~ pJall . Band qnarters _______ ... . ·----· ______ ....... ............. ._ .. 
,,L-"'" & ' W ater-cJo ets for officers _____ . __ . _. _ ..... __ .........•......•• 
~' Water-closetrs for men ........... _ .... _ ..... _. _ .......• __ . _ .. . 
Total .... _ ............. _. _ ....... ___ ... _ .... __ ... _ ..... _. ___ .... . 
$13,593 60 
87,181 9J 
8:l 206 2:l 














HEADQ ARTERS OF TUE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., Febriiary 6, 1882. 
e 6 pectfully su bm~ttecl to _the honorable Secretary of War. The Lieutenant-Gen-
~ j_ s 1101v present m Wa h111gtou, a?d we are fully agreed that the time has come 
~ts--, 1 _,, a, permaneut po t should be bn1lt at Fort Selden, N. Mex. The site belongs to 
\\>~~-
4 NILITARY POST AT FORT SELDEN, NEW MEXICO. 
the United States and is ample for the purpose. The estimate of $250,000 may seem, 
large, but will be most economical in the end. When the post is done the military can 
and will abandon all the little ·adobe ar,.d jackal forts now held for a radius of 200· 
miles. These old posts are a disgrace to civilization, and now that railroads have 
pe11etrated that hitherto.inaccessible region, common decency demands that our officers. 
arnl men shall have decent and clean habitations. If a citizen of Washington were 
to stable bis horse or cow in an "adobe" good enough for soldiers in old New Mexico, 
Mr. Bergh would have him locked up for cruelty to animals before night. 
I therefore recommend the honorable Secretary to urge this case for the prompt 
action of Congress. · 
W. T. SHERMAN, 
General. 
Proposed cornmanding officer's qua1·ters at Fort Selden, N. Mex. 
495 yards excavating ...................•••• ; . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . .......... . 
206½ perch of stone masonry ...................••..................•••.. 
90, b:!5 brick, laid ...................................................... . 
26,104 feet lumber ......... _ .. .. .............. _ .........• _ ...........••. 
ti,150 feet flooring ....•....•...•••...........•......... .... ............. 
6,305 feet 1-inch flooring ............................ ____ ............... . 
1,2t0 feet 4-inch molding .......................................•........ 
375 feet 6-inch molding ............................. _ .•..............•• _ 
380 pounds builcling paper ........................................ __ .•.. 
1,554 yards plastering ......................•••••..................•.••. 
12 barrels cement ..•••............... __ .......... ___ ............ ..•• _ •. 
Door and sash ................•••..• _ • . . . .. _ .... ... . __ ..... ............ . 
Stair :fixtures ... __ ... ____ .. __ ...................................... · •..•. 
Hardware ........ .•... _ •.•....•.... _ ........... ............. _ ..... ... : . 
Nails and scre,vs . . . • . . . . . . _ ... _ ......... _ ........ _ ............... . 
Painters' work . ..... .. ........ _ ...•••........ .......................... 
Carpenters' work ...................................................... . 
Total ............... ___ . _____ . __ .. __ . _. _ . _____ .. __ . ___ __________ _ 
10 per cent. contingencies ............................................. . 
Total ....•........• _ ................... __ ... __ ... ____ .. _ ........ . 
Proposed field officer's quarters at Fort Selden, ~V. Mex. 






































5, 7:U :16 
57:l 44 
,2.6 0 
l'ropo111cl co1111}(111y offic r11· quart n, double builc1inr1 al Fort elden, .1..Y. JI, x . 
.. •· 20 
Or' 
1,2r oo 
9 1 23 , 
MILITARY POST AT FORT SELDEN, NEW MEXICO. 
P, ~00 feet flooring ........•............ -.......•.....•.. •·· •·· •· - - -- • -- · 
6,400 feet clear flooring . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . ••..................... - -
1, 700 feet 4-inch molding ....... .••••................. : .•...•••..•••..•. 
350 feet 6-inch molding .....................•....................•••... 
2,468 yards brick and lath plastering .................................. \ .. 
380 pounds building paper ....................•......................... 
Doors and sash ..........•.....................••.•...........•........ • 
Stair :fixtures ...................••••...•••........................••••. 
::E:lardware ....•..............•.••••......•...........•••.•............. 
"M:ails and screws .......... __ •••............•.......................••.. 
Paint, &c .........•.. ......••••...... ....•................ .. .......••. -
Carpenters' work ....................................•........•....•••• 
Painters' work .......... .. .........................•................... 
Total .................................••••....................... 
10 per cent. contingencies ...........................•.••............... 
Total ...........•.•.............................................. 
Proposed barrack building at Fort Selden, N. Mex. 
~umber . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ . 
IJoors aud sash .............•...•.••................................... 
~ardware ................... · .................•......................... 
216 perch 6f stone, laid ................................................ . 
221,400 brick, laid ..................................................... . 
3,600 yards plastering ................................................. . 
96 yards excavating ............................................ _. _ .... . 
1~4 square yards tin roofing .................................••......... 
Carpenters' work ..........................••....•.. __________ ...••..... 
2, 14 7 yards painting ..... . ..........•............... __ . __ • __ .• ___ ..• ___ . 
Total ...... ..... ............ __ . _. ___ .. ______ ... _____ . _____ . _____ _ 
Proposed hospital at f!'ort Selden, N. Mex. 
58, 93 feet common boards ......................................... _____ _ 
i:588°f!·:itcr:;:t~~ii~~-.: :~~: ·. ~ ~ ~~ :~ ~ ~ :: ~ ·_ ~ -_ ::: ·_ ::: ~ ::~~ ::: ·_·_ ·_ ::~·_-_-_:-_ ·.·.·.·_ 
:i 
7 
260 feet 4-inch molding ................................ _ . . _ .. ____ ... __ . 
:300 feet 6-inch molding .................... _ ... _ ... _ ... _____ .. ____ . _ .. __ _ 
:i, 240 pounds building paper ............ ____ ....... _ ....... __ ... _ .... ___ _ 
f t~x:.~!~ri;h:::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::: ::: ::·: :: : : : ::: : :: : : : :: : : 
1 06½ square ya,rds tin roofing ....... ......... ____ .. __ .... _ .. ___ . ____ .. __ . 






































1, ",d.i7 50 
1,424 00 





Total .................... .......... ............ ___ ............... . 
P1·oposed qnartermaster's storehouse at Fort Selden, N. Mex. 
~;n.t:fa ;~;.:::: :: ::: : ·::: :·:::: :: : : : : : : : : : : : : : :: : : : : : :: ::::::::: ::: : : : : 
4 
g-½ s<fuar~ yanls_ tiu roofing .. _._. ____ _ .. __ . __ . __ .. __________ ... _. _______ _ 
JYt~;!~~;i~t?HHHHH/?HHHiH? 
Total .............•............................ __________________ _ 











76 f,O , 
----
4,937 70 
$ 86 82 
94 56 
114 86 
't> MILITARY POST .A.T FORT SELDEN, NEW MEXICO. 
.266 yards plastering .. ___ ... __ ... ____ .. ____ .. _. __ .• __ . ___ .. _ . __ . _ .... ___ . 
160 perch of stone, laid .. _ ......•• _ ........ _ . _ .... ___ ...... __ .... _ . __ .. _ •. 
55,600 brick, laid ..... _ ... ____ .. __ .... __ .. __ ..•.•••...................... 
711 yards excavating ...................••......................•........ 
41 square yards tin roofing ..•.•....................................... · .. 







Total···············-····-····· ....•.............................. 3,768,94 
Proposed stable at Fo1·t Selden, N. Mex. 
Hard ,v are .....•....••.........•••.....•.......... _ ...•.••...... - ...... -
Lumber.·-··· ..••...................................................... 









67 square yards tin roofing ............................ _-· .............. . 
86,000 brick, laid ..........•...........................•••....... ·····-· 
110 perch of stone .......................... _ ...... _ .. _. __ ............. . 
67 yards excavating ...............•....•••................•... _ ....... . 
Carpenters' work ...........................•..........•......... _ ..... . 
Total .................... _. _ ......••••.. _ ... _ •.•...... ... ........ 3,683 10 
Proposecl gmnary at Fort Selden, N. Mex. 
46,360 feet common boards ...... __ ..................................... . 
300 feet matched flooring .................•.••............• _ ........... . 




62 00 Hardware ................................. ··-··· ........•........ .. ..... 
94,500 brick, laid ...................................................... . 
166 p rch of stone, laid ...........•.... _ .......... ___ ..... __ ...... . .... _ 
124 yards excavating .................. _ .. _ ......... ___ . _____________ .. _ 
60½ square yards tin roofing ...... ____ .................. ______ .......... . 
Carpenter work ....................................................... . 







Total .................................. -----·.................... 4,400 55 
ProJJOsed balce-house at Fort Selden, N. Mex . 
.2~ cuhicyarcl excavating ...................... ··--·· ...............•.. 
6:.> pt>rch of stone ... _ . _ ...... _. __ ... __ .... _. _ ... __ . _ . _ .. __ . ____ . ______ . _ 
26,050 brick, laid _____ ...... __ ... __ .... _. _ .... _ ..• _ ... __ .. _ ... _ ..... _ . _ . 
1:i~g f~r t-~~~o:ii~~~d~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~: 
~i~ l . : ~; ::~ ~ ~;~!~~ ~ : : :-: : : :-: : : : ~: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~ .:  : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~ ~ ~ : 
100 p und building paper ...... ···-·· ______ ··--·· ...... ______ .. ____ ... . 
D r ancl a. b. _ ..•. _. _. _. _ .. _ .. __ ..... _ .. _ ... __ ... _ ..... __ . __ . _ ... __ . _ 
Ilar l war . _ ......... _ ............... __ ..... __ ... _. __ . _. __ . _. ___ . _ •... _. 
Tail .......... . _ ....... _. __ . _ .......................... _ ....... __ . _ .. . 
'c rp ut r ,vork ............... ......................••..•••...... . .... 
10 p r ~0~t~ · ~~·ti;1g -~ie~ ·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : : 
Total .........................................................•.. 
Propo eel 1,wuazine at Fort Selden, . Mex. 
~~t~t::~hl)d+LiLIUH/i!/\HHI 



















'fo tal .. ................. _ ................... _ ..... _ .... __ ... __ . _. 7 :3 3-
MILITARY POST AT FORT SELDEN, NEW MEXICO. 
Proposed guard-house at Fort Selclen, N. Mex. 
I.....umber ..•....................•• ~ ........... • ... • .. • • • • • • • • • • - - • - · · · · · · 
I::I:ardware ...................................................•.. •··-·· •· 
72 perch of stone, laid .................................•................ 
-46,000 brick, laid ................................................ -..... . 
70 :yards plastering ....... ·----· ......•••.............••.............•.. 
1 73 yards plastering ................................. - ... - - - -•... - ..... . 
36 yards excavating .............•.•...........•.•.... -----· .......... - -
Carpenters' work .......•..............•.•.............................. 
2 4 square yards tin roofing .......................•.•.................... 
:::i=> oors and sash.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . • • . . . . . • • - ..•..................... 
Total ...........•.............................................. - - -
Proposecl office building at Fort Selden, N. Mex;. 
23 yards excavating ................... ___ •................•••...••..••••.• 
78 perch of stone masonry, laid .••••....••...•••....•...................... 
60, 000 brick, laid ...............................••.............. _ .• -...... . 
15,800 feet common boards ..............••.•...........••••................ 
4-, 080 feet l•inch flooring ...•.................................•............ 
~ : igg ~::t ~r:~~s. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
280 pounds building paper ............. _ .....•...• _ •......•.............•.. 
530 yards plastering ............................. _ ......... __ ..•••....• __ • _ 
=i::> oors and sash ......................•........................•• _ •....•.... 
S -t; air fixtures ...............••.•...... _ ..• __ ....••.................•• _ ~ _ .. _ . 
.:I:I= ard ware . _ . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .• __ ...• __ . _ ..........•• __ . 
~ :I~~ ~~d-~ii:::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : :~:: :: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
~ arpenters' work ...........•.................. _ ..•.............. _ ....•.... 




























Total.... . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 979 06 
~ en per cent. contingencies .............•.....• _. _ ..... __ .. . . . . . . . • . . . • . . 297 90 
Total ••.•...•......... _ •.....•..•............. _.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 276 96-
Proposed band quarte·rs at Fort Selden, N. Mex. 
ff 1!iiill!i1;/i1/l!!!!!!l!!!!!!l!i!!!i!!!!!!!!!!l!!l!/!!!!!!!!!! 











Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. - . - .•..•.... - -... - - •.... - ... - . . . . 2, 480 40 
Proposed cornpany water-closets at Fort Selden, N. Mex. 
~i~1~I1~iIN ! ii! ii ii~! ii if!!! iii ii iii!!! ii!! ii! ii:!!! {iii!! ii! I~! 
~ :3<,1.nare yards tin roofing ...•............•..•...•...............••. _ ..... . 
Total .................. __ ....... _ . __ ......• _ •••............. ____ ... . 










g 0 ubic yard excavating................................................. $9 80 t ~ -?s perch of stone masonry................................................ ~50 oo 
8 MILITARY POST AT FORT SELDEN, NEW MEXICO. 






146 feet boards .. ___ .............................................. _ ....... . 
30 feet flooring ... _ ......................... ____ ........ _ ....... _ ......... . 
85 feet dressed boards ....................... _ .•................. __ .... __ •.. 
Doors and sa8h ... __ •......... _ •.......................... _ . _ ...•..•....... 
Hard ware ........ _ •.........................•.... _. _ .••...... __ .•• _ •..... _ 
Nails .......................................... -, .. -...... - - - ... - - .•• • • • • • • 60 
4 91 Carpenters' work ......................................................... . 
Total .........•....................•••..... ·.-.. . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . 126 54 
Proposed new buildings at Fort Selden, New Mex. 
Quarters for troops .................................. ... : .............. . 
li double company officers' quarters ..... ~ ............................. . 
6 companys' barracks ............ ··-··· '·······-····· ...........•........ 
Hospital .......................... __ .................. __ ............ · .. 
·Quartermaster's storehouse ........................ _ . ~ ........... _ . ___ .. 
Subsistence storehouse ............... ................. _ ....... __ ... _ .. _ 
6 cavalry stables .........•..............................•......• __ .... 
Granary ...... _ •••............... _ ... _ .......................•.•..• _ .. 
Bakehouse, ................................. _ ...... _ .................. . 
Magazine ............... _ •........ _ .. ___ . ___________ . _____ . _. ____ . _ .. _ 
Guardhouse ............................ ___ ..... __ . _ ...... __ ..... _. ___ _ 
•Office building .... _ ... __ .. ____ . __ ......... ___ . ____ .•.......... __ . _ .. _. 
Commanding officer's quarters ........................................ . 
Hand quarters ... _ ................ · .................................... _ 
-Officers' water-closets ................................................. _. 

















Total ........................................................... 251,45169 
'True copies. 
J. G. CHANDLER, 
Deputy Quarte1·master•General, U. S. A. 
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